Life on the Nile-Historical Fiction
Imagine you are an Egyptian trader and write a diary entry about a sailing experience on the Nile. You will start in upper Egypt and end at the Mediterranean Sea. You could write about the goods you are planning to trade, the animals you see, the interactions with other people you have, the problems you might face, the landmarks you visited, etc. When you write, you need to use a minimum of 7-10 pieces of evidence you find from both the text book and from the web. At least three of the details must come from some place other than the textbook (ie. Websites). The evidence you collect (your research), needs to be organized in a table on Word and you will need to turn in a sources cited page. I’ll show you in class how to do this. 

A few more guidelines:

· Write from first person. Give yourself an Egyptian name (you will need to figure out what that will be by going online).

· Use Endnotes in Word as you write so that you can prove where your concrete details came from. Reference>Insert Endnote
· Word Choice: Focus on powerful verbs. Litter your entry with them! Stretch for unique ways of saying things including using figurative language (metaphors, personification, similes, etc). 
· Organization: Organize your entry into natural paragraphs. Use transition statements like “a few days later” or “meanwhile”, etc. 
· Voice: Voice on this piece is how realistic and believable it sounds. Using dialogue is a perfect way to add voice.  Make your reader “see” where you are and “feel” what your character is feeling. 
· Conventions: Edited near perfection

· Use Thoughtshots, Snapshots and if it makes sense to your journal entry, dialogue.
· Your entry should be dated. Use the timeline in the SS book to decide on a realistic date.

· In your journey, you should stop off at least three villages/towns.

· Not to exceed 1.5 pages in size 11 font. Must fit on the back of the map.
· Use a font style that is EASY to read. Your title can be a bit snazzier.

· Do NOT head your diary with a typical PLMS heading. Instead, under your Egyptian signature, PRINT your name and use (   ).
On 12x18 paper, illustrate your journey. Draw a map of The Nile. Include details that would paint a picture of your journey. Use any resources you wish to draw the map. You will be graded on details, but not necessarily your artistic abilities. Use colors to enhance the map. Don’t burn the edges, you weirdoes. ( Okay, if you really want to, you can. But talk to parents first!!!!
Your map must include:
· The names of the locations you stopped (label 1st stop, 2nd stop, etc.)

· Symbols of the things you saw

· Important landmarks

· Bordering countries and bodies of water

See attached Rubric
